and Sheila Sherlock on Australia antigen and virus hepatitis are outstanding, while Shields on absorption and secretion by the human colon is masterly.
Although the editors' choice of subjects to represent the growing points of today is eclectic, I am more than a little surprised at certain glaring omissions. This is probably inevitable, however, because of the rapid development of knowledge and the long time needed to plan and produce a book of this kind. It is surprising that there is still a demand for books such as this when journals with wide circulations, such as Gut and Gastroenterology, regularly publish authoritative up-tothe-minute review articles. Nevertheless this is an excellent book of its kind and gastroenterologists will find it enjoyable to read and very useful for reference. 
Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1972
This book of 271 pages is divided up into short sections covering an enormous field. It makes very difficult reading and is full of facts, some accurate, many inaccurate. For instance on page 27 it is stated that Weil's disease is spread through food. On page 139 there is a very uninformative drawing of a rachitic joint. Pernicious anemia and gout can hardly be regarded as diseases of nutrition and gout is stated to be due to a failure of hereditary factors. The treatment of pernicious anemia is stated to be 30 micrograms of vitamin B12 daily for two weeks. The treatment for osteoporosis recommended is fluoride, which is stated to cause hardening of the bones. I cannot see that this book fulfills any need and I cannot recommend it. This small book provides a useful review of the literature concerning thromboembolism and in each section the author gives well-reasoned conclusions, and recommendations where treatment is involved. Not everyone will agree with his views but this is a controversial field and in most instances the author makes a good case for his own point of view.
It is a problem of books on subjects like this where much active research is under way, that they can never be up to date. With few exceptions all the references cited are from before 1971, so that much of the recent literature on the prevention of leg vein thrombosis after surgery and on the use of low-dose heparin regimes is not men-tioned. In view of its somewhat ephemeral value and its slender size it would seem more suitable for paperback production at a cheaper price.
The style of writing is clear but rather pedestrian; this might deter some people from reading the book, which would be unfortunate; physicians, surgeons and obstetricians are all commonly involved with problems of prevention, or management of thromboembolism and, despite a few shortcomings, this work would undoubtedly help them to clarify their ideas and find answers to their problems. D C DEUCHAR Physiology and Biophysics of the Circulation by Alan C Burton PhD 2nd edn pp xiv+226 illustrated cloth £5 paper £4 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1972 London: Lloyd-Luke This is a highly individual book reflecting the well-known interests and background of its eminent author. Coming as a physicist to a physiological field of study it is not surprising that his approach is one of mensuration and the application of physical principles. Fortunately the circulation lends itself particularly well to this approach and recently much of the best work and writing in this field has come from physicists and engineers who have a better appreciation of the nature of fluid dynamics than have many biologists or physicians. Its other main individual feature is the occasional sparkle of wit or comment set in verse; discreetly done, as it is here, this will certainly help to attract and hold the attention of the undergraduate student for whom the book is intended.
The student who reads this text will gain a good grasp of the purpose, mechanics and control of the circulation. Some topics, such as the role of the venous system and myocardial contractility, receive relatively little attention, but it is arguable whether this is an important deficiency.
The author certainly deserves congratulation for the economy and lucidity of his writing and for the uniform excellence of the illustrations. 
